Air quality and respiratory functioning in children with pulmonary disorders.
This study was conducted to examine the relation between daily ambient air conditions, contaminants (eg, aeroallergens such as mold spores and pollen), and respiratory health indices of children with respiratory disorders (eg, asthma) residing in metropolitan Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Daily measures of peak expiratory flow rate (PEFR), respiratory symptoms, and other indices of health were monitored as subjects went about their normal daily activities. The results of this study suggest that high summer temperatures had the greatest impact on children's health status and activity level, with humidity and mold counts also contributing significantly to a decline in respiratory health indices.